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Abstract
The study draws upon both unpublished as well as published sources to describe the
structure of, and changes in, agricultural trade and markets at the regional and local
level in the British India districts of Shahabad and Gaya, spanning parts of the current
state of Bihar, in northern India during 1800–1920.
Agricultural trade and markets during the period under study were largely shaped
by the logic of subsistence agriculture, available infrastructure, the land rent payment
system and patterns of demand. There were six striking developments. First, the construction of all-weather roads and the railway, part of the modern public infrastructure put in place soon after the administration of the two districts came directly under
the British Crown in 1858, gave a great fillip to trading activity. Old trade routes
lost their pre-eminence, as new channels took root. The modern infrastructure also
tended to integrate the markets in the two districts on the one hand, while increasing the pulls of external markets on the other. This was reflected in greater price
equalisation between markets. Second, notwithstanding greater market integration
and increased stability in annual farm yields on account of the construction of modern
irrigation canals that reduced the reliance on monsoonal precipitation, sharp seasonal
fluctuations in the market price of food grains continued. Third, there was a sustained
secular upswing in agricultural prices practically throughout the period, with the terms
of trade moving in favour of agriculture, as the entry of mass produced wage goods
into local markets had a deflationary impact on industrial goods. This, along with the
growing depth of trade and markets, and changes in the land rent payment system,
facilitated the rise of a new social group that became a new source of demand and was
to subsequently play a major role in the emerging political economy. Fourth, there
were three inter-dependent tiers of trading activity—long-distance trade conducted
by arhatiyas, trade between major trade centres conducted by ladu beparis and trade
within the village dominated by the grihasta bepari, the chief source of agricultural
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credit and frequently an agriculturist himself. Modern infrastructure transformed the
conduct of long-distance trade, even as the pattern of short-distance trade and credit
remained remarkably resilient. The fifth feature was the sharp and sudden expansion of the range of products traded in the market, as the latter was drawn into the
emerging global system with the first industrial nation at the epicentre. While locally
produced handicraft products like indigenous cotton cloth and paper lost their former
importance, trade in agricultural commodities and imported industrial goods grew.
Sixth, and last, was the increase in the monetisation of the rural economy at the cutting
edge as the traditional system of paying rent in kind was commuted to cash.
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The British India districts of Shahabad and Gaya2 lay between the river Ganges and the
Chotanagapur plateau, spanning parts of the current state of Bihar in northern India.
The northern portion of these districts, adjoining the river Ganges, were exceedingly
fertile and well watered, thickly populated and part of the traditional rice bowl of India.
The southern portions, on the other hand, were hilly and barren in comparison, albeit
scattered with small fertile river valleys, on the outer fringes of the relatively thinly
populated Chotanagapur plateau. These were the true ‘famine tracts’, where poor
people were dependent upon forest produce in the best of times to supplement their
diet, and in times of distress had to perforce fall back almost exclusively upon these
products.3 The old Mughal Grand Trunk (GT) road, which traversed the districts from
east to west, very roughly divided the hilly southern parts of the districts from the flat
flood plains adjoining the river Ganges to the north.
Agricultural trade and markets during the period under study were largely shaped
by the logic of subsistence agriculture, available infrastructure, the land rent payment
system and patterns of demand. There were six striking features. First, the construction
of all-weather roads and the railway, part of the modern public infrastructure put in
place soon after the administration of the two districts came directly under the British
Crown in 1858, gave a great fillip to trading activity. Old trade routes lost their preeminence, as new channels took root. The modern infrastructure also tended to integrate the markets in the two districts, on the one hand, while increasing the pulls of
external markets, on the other. This was reflected in greater price equalisation between
markets. Second, notwithstanding greater market integration and increased stability
in annual farm yields on account of the construction of modern irrigation canals that
reduced the reliance on monsoonal precipitation, sharp seasonal fluctuations in the
market price of food grains continued. Third, there was a sustained secular upswing in
2

Figure 1. The area came under the rule of the British East Indian Company in 1765, and directly under the
British Crown in 1858, where it remained till Indian Independence in 1947. The old Shahabad district consists of the present districts of Rohtas, Bhojpur, Buxar and Bhabhua. The old district of Gaya now comprises
Arwal, Nawadah, Jehanabad, Aurangabad and Gaya.
3
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, January 1869, No. 262; Ibid., June 1869, No. 157, ‘A’ Series. Bengal
Agriculture (Famine) Proceedings, March 1897, Nos. 194 205, ‘A’ Series.
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Figure 1. Map of the British India Districts of Shahabad and Gaya circa 1900

O
M

M

Source: Author.
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agricultural prices practically throughout the period, with the terms of trade moving in
favour of agriculture, as the entry of mass-produced wage goods into local markets had
a deflationary impact on industrial goods. This, along with the growing depth of trade
and markets, and changes in the land rent payment system, facilitated the rise of a new
social group that became a new source of demand and was to subsequently play a major
role in the emerging political economy. Fourth, there were three inter-dependent tiers of
trading activity—long-distance trade conducted by arhatiyas, trade between major trade
centres conducted by ladu beparis and trade within the village dominated by the grihasta
bepari, the chief source of agricultural credit and frequently an agriculturist himself.
Modern infrastructure transformed the conduct of long-distance trade, even as the pattern
of short-distance trade and credit remained remarkably resilient. The fifth feature was the
sharp and sudden expansion of the range of products traded in the market, as the latter
was drawn into the emerging global system with the first industrial nation at the epicentre.
While locally produced handicraft products like indigenous cotton cloth and paper lost
their former importance, trade in agricultural commodities and imported industrial goods
grew. Sixth, and last, was the increase in the monetisation of the rural economy at the
cutting edge as the traditional system of paying rent in kind was commuted to cash. See
the appendix for the meanings of vernacular words.

Market Integration
During the course of his remarkable rambles in the districts of Shahabad and Behar (the
district of Gaya was formed in 1825) in the opening decade of the nineteenth century,
Francis Buchanan was appalled at the primitive modes of conveyance. Although the

93

Sheel

FO

R

C

O
M

M

ER

C

IA
L

U

SE

people were fully aware of the vast advantage attending the use of carts, goods were
mostly conveyed by oxen in backloads on account of the condition of the roads. During
the rainy season all internal commerce came to a standstill, as the roads were then so
bad as not to admit of even cattle travelling with backloads. Neither of the two great
military roads—from Danapur to Buxar along the Ganges, and the GT road running
through the heart of the districts—was usable during the rainy season. The crossroads
from market to market, so crucial for overland commerce, permitted neither wheeled
nor heavy pack bullock traffic during the rainy season, as these roads contained no hard
material. Depots therefore had to be set up between crossroads for transmitting goods
during the rainy season.4
The construction of the railways started making an impact on food grain supply
during the 1860s. In December 1865 the Collector of Gaya reported that the available
stock of grain in hand was extremely limited and that the district was almost entirely
fed by imported supplies.5 Similarly in 1868–69, another lean agricultural season, large
quantities of Bengal rice were imported via the railways.6 The value of this truly revolutionary channel of communications seems to have been well appreciated by the local
population. Trevor Grant, the Collector of Gaya, informed the Board of Revenue, that
the people, while ‘speaking of the railway have over and over again called it their
“ma–baap”’.7 The Eastern Indian Railway (EIR) traversed northern Shahabad by 1862,
and by 1880 the Patna–Gaya line was completed. By the end of the century, the Grand
Chord line of the EIR passed through Sasaram–Dehri–Gaya.8
The primitive state of road communication, however, prevented this imported grain
from being carried into the interior during the seasons of 1864–66 and 1868–69.9 Gaya,
where railway lines were laid only by 1880, was severely hit on account of the impassable condition of the Patna–Gaya road through which rail borne food grain had to enter
the district.10 Charles Grant, Collector of Gaya District, observed,
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Indeed, except in the case of villages on the (Grand) Trunk road, we have no means of carrying on a large traffic because we have no other roads…I know that roads appear on the
maps, but they are simply fictions. Where I have been there are no roads except the one ten
miles in length from Gaya to Futtehpore…the other roads are generally impassable…or

4

Buchanan, Behar and Patna, Vol. II, pp.704–07; Buchanan, Shahabad, pp. 440–43.
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, December 1865, No. 59, ‘A’ series; Hunter, A Statistical Account,
pp. 109–10.
6
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, February 1869, No. 49, ‘A’ series.
7
Ibid., May 1869, Nos. 223 and 251 ‘A’ series. ‘ma–baap’ literally means ‘mother–father’.
8
Bengal Land Revenue Administration Report, 1879–80; Hunter, A Statistical Account, pp. 112, 256.
9
Views differ amongst scholars on the role of railways in the reduction in price dispersion between markets
in India. John Hurd found a sharp reduction in the dispersion of wheat prices between markets connected by
railways. John Hurd II, ‘Railways and the Expansion of Markets in India’. Two recent statistical studies
come to different conclusions in this regard. While Donaldson’s study (2010) mostly corroborates those of
Hurd, Andrabi and Kuehlwein 2010) came to the conclusion that the railways could explain only about
10–20 per cent of the reduction in wheat price dispersion between 1860 and 1920. The evidence from Gaya
and Shahabad indicates that it was the combination of railways and all weather roads that led to a sharp
reduction in price dispersion between markets. In Shahabad, the all-weather road network was supplemented
by a navigable modern canal network.
10
Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 111.
5
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have disappeared altogether…it is a wonderful fact that out of Ticcaree, the second largest
town in the zillah, no road leads in any direction. 11
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The transformation in the communication network that occurred between the
time of Buchanan’s survey at the beginning of the nineteenth century and when
the century closed was truly remarkable. An intricate network of scientifically
constructed roads—raised, metalled and bridged—now fed the railway, pulling
market prices closer. The old river-borne trade along the Ganges also fed into the rail
network, as did new water-borne arteries spawned by the Sone Canal system.12 The
growing external pulls on markets are perhaps best illustrated by price movements
in Gaya towards the end of the nineteenth century, and during the First World War in
the early twentieth century. The rise in the price of common rice in Gaya was higher
in 1896–97 than in either 1888–89 or in 1891–92, even though the outturn in the two
latter seasons was undoubtedly lower. 13 The sharp fall in agricultural prices during
the First World War was also wholly due to external forces, and quite unrelated to
local harvests.
The First World War underscored the extent to which the growth of communications
and long-distance trade had integrated the markets in the two districts into the emerging global market. The shortage of rolling stock for ordinary railway traffic interrupted
the flow of goods. The uptrend in agricultural prices was consequently arrested in
1916, even as the unfulfilled demand for imported commodities such as salt, kerosene
and cotton goods pushed the industrial price index upwards.14 The terms of trade which
had been moving in favour of agriculture were at least temporarily reversed.
Market integration had a curious fallout on the relationship between rice and
wheat prices. In the 1860s the price of wheat relative to rice was consistently higher
in Gaya, and consistently lower in Shahabad. Since the latter had a large area under
wheat, this is what one would expect in the absence of external pulls on local markets.
After 1870, however, the relationship between wheat and rice prices in both districts
see-sawed in a highly random manner, indicative of growing external linkages of
local markets.
The tendency towards a closer association between markets is captured statistically
in Table 1, which contains five-yearly moving averages of the difference in the annual
retail price of rice between the two districts from 1860 to 1914. Table 1 reveals that
the average difference between the two districts in the 1860s was around 25 per cent.
The impact of improved communications began to be felt almost immediately from
11

Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, November 1868, No. 143, ‘A’ Series.
Buxar was a transhipment hub. ‘In September 1875 a registration station was established at Baxar, on the
road to the ghat, to catch the traffic that came to and left the river at that place. By far the greater part of such
traffic is ascertained to consist of consignments to and from Ghazipur, which are here transferred from the
river to the rail, or vice versa.’ Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 268; O’Malley, Shahabad, p. 96.
13
Stevenson-Moore, Tikari Settlement Report, p. 12
14
The unfulfilled demand for imported industrial goods gave a fillip to domestic industries, and old imported
favourites like Messrs Graham’s No. 5563 and Messrs. Rallis’ ‘Lattu Mark’ were displaced to a marked
degree in the public favour by cloth manufactured at Bombay and Nagpur. Of course, the motives behind this
change in fashion were only partly economic, as the swadeshi movement was also gathering momentum
around this time. Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol. VII, pp. 17–20.
12
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Table I. Five Yearly Moving Averages of the Difference (Per Cent) in the Annual Retail Prices
of Rice between Shahabad and Gaya Districts
Difference
5.2
5.3
7.1
5.3
5.3
4.8
4.5
2.6
5.3
6.8

U

SE

Year
1901–05
1902–06
1903–07
1904–08
1905–09
1906–10
1907–11
1908–12
1909–13
1910–14

ER

C
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Difference
2.5
2.8
4.2
5.2
5.5
5.5
5.6
4.7
4.4
4.3
3.5
4.4
5.6
5.8
5.1
4.9
4
2
2.5
4.4

O
M

M

Year
1881–85
1882–86
1883–87
1884–88
1885–89
1886–90
1887–91
1888–92
1889–93
1890–94
1891–95
1892–96
1893–97
1894–98
1895–99
1896–1900
1897–1901
1898–1902
1899–1903
1900–01

C

Difference
21.7
22.5
28.5
23.2
20.9
24.8
24.8
11.3
10.5
9.9
10.2
9.7
11.6
9.7
9.1
5.6
5.1
2.9
2.6
2.4

R

Year
1861–65
1862–66
1863–67
1864–68
1865–69
1866–70
1867–71
1868–72
1869–73
1870–74
1871–75
1872–76
1873–77
1874–78
1875–79
1876–80
1877–81
1878–82
1879–83
1880–84

FO

Source: Prices and Wages in India 1861–1921.
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the 1870s, when the average difference hovered around 10 per cent. By the 1880s the
percentage variation was down to around 5 per cent.15
This remarkable equalisation of prices was the direct result of improved communication consequent on the construction of the railways, and in particular all-weather
roads, which lowered transport costs and time, thereby facilitating the movement of
15

The Prices and Wages series contain only average annual district retail prices, and so it is difficult to work
out coefficients for various markets within the districts. Trevor Grant, the Collector of Gaya, remarked on the
‘wonderful equality’ of prices wherever he went in the course of his famine tour of 1868, irrespective of
whether there was a large crop or small, whether of good quality or bad. This observation was however made
in a particular context—the availability of food grain stocks in the district on account of the bumper crop in the
previous season. It is however not clear what markets he was referring to. The impact of the railways had
already begun to be felt by this time, but all-weather roads that could push supplies into the interior were still
not in place. Around the same time C.C. Stevens, Deputy Collector of Arrah in Shahabad District was drawing
attention to ‘great differences’ in the price of rice in different locations ‘due chiefly to the badness of communications’. Grant’s observations were moreover not applicable to the southern hilly tracts, where the means of
communications continued to remain at a primitive level during the entire period studied. These were the true
‘famine tracts’ comprising some 1204 square miles in Shahabad and 1366 square miles in Gaya. Bengal Land
Revenue Proceedings, November 1868, No. 156, ‘A’ series; Ibid, Nos. 142–145, December 1868; Ibid. 129 and
130, September 1869; Report of the Indian Famine Commission, 1879–80, pt. III, Sec. III, pp. 67–73.
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goods within the two districts and between the two districts and upcountry and downcountry areas. The inexorable, almost predictable, consequence of these developments
was that relatively isolated markets moved closer together, moderating market price
volatility arising out of variations in the size of local harvests, but also causing price
changes due to fluctuations in the size of harvests or prices in other regions.

Annual and Seasonal Price Fluctuations

FO
T
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Month
November 1865
December 1865
January 1866
February 1866
March 1866
April 1866
May 1866
June 1866
July 1866
August 1866
September 1866
October 1866
November 1866

R

C

Table 2. Price of Rice in 1865–66
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Food grain prices in traditional pre-modern economies were always very excitable on
account of sharp, seasonal and annual variations in food grain supply against a backdrop of a relatively inelastic demand.16 Price variations between the harvest season and
other times of the year are commonplace, but seasonal, and even daily, variations could
be particularly sharp when famine was apprehended. Food grain prices could fluctuate
by 100 per cent in the space of a few months, depending on the prospects of timely rain,
as the monthly price data in Table 2 for the 1865–66 scarcity indicates.
During the Scarcity of 1868–69, Trevor Grant, Collector of Gaya, quoted four separate occasions during the year when panic seized the market, sending prices rocketing for no apparent reason, only to sink back to their former level in a few days. On
2 November 1868, a sudden rise took place from 20 seers a rupee to 12, because a
succession of cloudy mornings was followed by the sun rising in a cloudless sky.17
Likewise, a severe storm on 6 March 1869 resulted in an immediate rise, but as the
damage to the rabi crop was not as much as feared originally, prices eased off.18

Price Range in Rs. per Maund (37.3 Kg)
Gaya
Shahabad
2.67–4.44
2.96–3.30
2.67–4.21
2.96–3.20
2.86–4.44
3.02–3.20
2.96–3.20
2.86–3.33
3.08–3.81
2.91–3.33
3.81–4.10
3.40–4.44
4.00–5.00
3.81–4.00
4.10–5.52
4.00–4.57
4.21–5.16
4.00–4.44
5.00–6.40
3.33–4.44
4.21–4.71
2.86–3.81
4.00–4.44
2.81–2.86
3.08–4.44
2.58–3.22

Source: Report of the Indian Famine Commission, 1879–80 (Cal.1880), Part II, Section III.
16

Braudel and Spooner, ‘Prices in Europe from 1450 to 1750’, p. 392.
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, November 1868, No. 156, ‘A’ Series; Ibid., January 1869, No. 262.
18
Ibid., No. 251, May 1869.
17
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Greater market integration notwithstanding, the amplitude of seasonal and annual
price fluctuations did not show any significant tendency to decline over the entire
period. While this appears to be somewhat anomalous, it does not so much contradict
as qualify the basic hypothesis regarding the increased external pulls on local markets
as a result of improved communications. Indian agricultural output was traditionally a
wager on the southwest monsoon and to a certain extent continues to be to this day.
Overall food grain availability fluctuated from year to year, and in the absence of a
modern storage infrastructure, pulled prices along with it. It is interesting to speculate that had an improved all-weather food grain storage structure been put in place
alongside modern road and rail communications whether these could have exercised a
moderating influence on price fluctuations through the year.
As things stood, however, improved overland communications fuelled the growth
of long-distance trade, including that of food grain.19 Although Buchanan’s account
of the districts in the early nineteenth century indicates that they exported much more
than what they imported, and that exports included wheat from Shahabad and rice from
Gaya, it is likely that much of this surplus came from traditional industries. By the
1860s, however, Shahabad was a net importer of food grain, while Gaya’s food grain
trade was more or less balanced. Prices fell sharply in the event of bumper harvests, as
the backward state of communications limited the possibility of evacuating food grain
on a large scale from the interior. This is what happened in 1867, when there were few
buyers coming forward at even two maunds for a rupee. Much of these stocks remained
within the districts.20
Reliable long-distance trade data are not available for Gaya district till the end
of the nineteenth century, as it was impacted by railways only from the 1880s.
It also did not have a navigable river system like the Ganges. The railways had
nevertheless already shifted the main trading artery to the Patna (a railhead)—Gaya
Road, aligned north–south, from the traditional trade route, the Grand Trunk road
that was aligned east–west. The volumes were still relatively modest—exports of
65,125 maunds and imports of 74,092 maunds over a four-month period in 1876. Of
this food grain exports were 22,155 maunds, and imports 20,887 maunds. With the
development of rail and road transport surplus food grain now easily found its way
out of the district in a good year, although there could be net import of food grain in
bad years as Table 321 indicates.
Although the figures in Table 3 do not take into account the considerable trade that
went down the Patna branch canal from Daudnagar and Arwal to Khagaul, they nevertheless indicate a definite pattern. In 1909–10 the crops were good but the year followed on a series of bad ones. 1911–12 was a good year also and the effect of the good
years in 1909–11 was marked. 1916–17 also followed on a good year.22

19

The statistical study by Davidson (2010) on the impact of railways found that they reduced the cost of
trading and increased trade volumes.
20
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, November 1868, Nos, 137 and 143 ‘A’ series.
21
The estimates of local production used in Tables 3 and 4 are based on Sheel, The Evolution of Agrarian
Society, Chapter Seven, ‘Food Grain Availability and Famine’.
22
Tanner, Gaya Settlement Report, p. 5.
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749,189

TOTAL

Source: Tanner, Gaya Settlement Report, p.5.

4.2%

316,434

% estimated local production

120,889

Other Food grain

3,117

308,749

Import

Gram & Pulses

Wheat

Rice

Food Grain

3.0%

541,527

18,576

141,727

71,724

309,500

Export

1909–10

0.6%

100,064

42,399

53,056

1911–12

C

IA
L
7.7%

1,380,322

71,867

521,237

89,510

697,708

Export
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1,321

3,288

Import

O
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7.2%

1,290,716

335,010

262,616

74841

618,249

Total

Table 3. Rail Borne Food Grain Trade in Gaya District (in Maunds)
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8.2%

1,480,386

114,266

574,293

90,831

700,996

Total

1.1%

205,447

135,287

20,242

49,918

Import

1916–17

5.9%

1,061,203

853,728

96,182

111,293

Export

7.0%

1,266,650

989,015

116,424

161,211

Total
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Table 4. Rail Borne Trade in Shahabad District (Maunds)
1876
Total Food Grain

1903/04

Exports

Imports

Exports

Imports

117,723

1,322,979

746,000

175,000

% of estimated local production

0.7%

7.8%

4.4%

Gram and pulses

1.0%

664,000

Rice

175,000

Wheat

82,000

linseed

346,000

Sugar, raw and refined

431,000
567,000

SE

Coal
Salt

212,000
62,000

Other

IA
L

U

European cotton goods
304,072

588,970

421,795

1,911,949

34,000

880,000

875,000

1,626,000

1,050,000

ER

C

Total Non Food Grain
GRAND TOTAL

103,000

O
M

M

Source: Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 263; O'Malley, Shahabad, p. 96.
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The trend in growing net food grain export is much clearer in Shahabad (Table 4),
which now had an intricate network of modern canals and railroad. During the 1870s,
Shahabad was a net importer of food grain, chiefly rice, and exported wheat. Canal
irrigation however led to an expansion of rice and sugarcane acreage, and a contraction
in the area under wheat.23 This led to a reduction both in rice imports and wheat exports.
Gram and pulses exports however increased, and amongst non-food items sugar and
linseed. The chief items of imports into the district towards the end of the period under
study were coal, salt and European cotton piece goods.
Figure 2 shows the long-term trend in the amplitude of annual price fluctuations in
the two districts. It indicates a slight decline in the amplitude of annual fluctuations
from the 1870s, but the decline is neither significant nor sustained. There was also no
substantial difference between rice and wheat.
The year 1865–66 was possibly the worst agricultural year on record in the period
under study. The price of the cheapest quality of rice touched Rs. 5/- per maund in
August 1866 in Gaya district, a price which was not attained again till the opening
decade of the twentieth century, by which time price inflation had ceased to make this
a famine price. Like-wise 1868–69, 1873–74, 1877–78, 1883–84, 1888–89, 1891–93,
1894–97, 1900–08 and 1918–19 were all years of poor harvest and were accompanied
by exceptionally high agricultural prices. The economic impact of these sharp price
fluctuations however cannot be fully understood without a consideration of the degree
of monetisation of the economy at the cutting edge, which is done in the last section
of the article.
23

Sheel, The Evolution of Agrarian Society, Chapter Four, ‘Evolution of the Cropping Pattern’.
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1913
1915
1917
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Figure 2. Movement of Rice Prices in Gaya and Shahabad between 1861 and 1920
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Source: Prices and Wages in India, 1861–1921.

Price Inflation and Terms of Trade
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The sustained upswing in agricultural prices during practically the entire period under
study, except during the First World War, was another outstanding feature of the period
under study. Thus the peaks and troughs of the price of rice occurred repeatedly at
higher levels, as will be evident from Figure 2 based on data in Prices and Wages in
India 1861–1921. Based on five-yearly moving averages, the retail price of rice in
Gaya increased about 250 per cent during the six decades under study. This pattern was
shared by all food grains.
It is possible that the uptrend in agricultural prices was simply a continuation of
an earlier trend already in motion in Francis Buchanan’s time, who quoted rice prices
varying from Rs. 0.44 per maund 24 in Jehanabad, to Rs. 0.64 per maund in Shahabad.25
While price patterns prior to 1860 can only be conjectured, the trend after 1860 is well
documented in the annual Price and Wage of India series. This price inflation was in
keeping with that observed in other parts of the country, which is yet another indication
of the closer association between markets. According to one authority, it was the development of the railways, the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 and the competitive
price of Indian food grains in the international market, presumably as a consequence of
the depreciating rupee, which further served to push up agricultural prices in India.26
By contemporary standards, a 2.5-fold increase in prices over a little over half a century may give an impression of remarkable price stability, as this amounts to an average annual inflation rate of just 2.25 per cent, which is close to central bank inflation
targets in advanced economies today. It should be remembered, however, that modern
inflationary standards have been set under a regime of fiat currency, where central
24

Maund was a widely used traditional weight measure equivalent to 37.3 kilograms.
Buchanan, Behar and Patna, p. 754, Table No. 34; Montgomery, The History, p. 49.
26
Ghosh, Prices and Economic Fluctuations, p. 11.
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banks can increase money supply at will. One of the defining features of the gold/silver
standard was price stability, notwithstanding sharp seasonal and annual price fluctuations, as money supply increased only when the stock of bullion supplies increased,
through new discoveries, plunder and conquest or import of bullion on account of trade
surpluses. Seen in this light, the annual price inflation of 2.25 per cent sustained over
half a century is indeed remarkable considering that world agricultural prices were
more or less stable over this period.27
It has been argued that Indian agricultural prices at this time were in fact being
pulled along with world agricultural prices, if we make provision for the fall in the
value of the Indian rupee. During this period, and especially between 1873 and 1895,
the rupee depreciated in terms of gold by over 33 per cent. This fluctuation in the value
of the rupee reflected changes in the price of silver to which the rupee was tied.28 If
we were to convert the prices of agricultural goods to gold cents, and compare them
with prices in the US or Britain, we find that in terms of gold the prices of Indian
agricultural goods did not rise significantly between 1873 and 1913.29 Be it as it may,
since the sharp and sustained upswing in agricultural prices was in sharp contrast to the
Industrial Price Index, which remained relatively stable right up to the First World War,
the terms of trade during this period clearly shifted in favour of agriculture.30 This shift
had a major fall out on the underlying social structure.31
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There were essentially three interdependent tiers of agricultural trade and markets in
the region during the period studied. The grihasta bepari, who was a focal point of
grain collection in the village; the ladu bepari, who carried grain from grihasta beparis
and from village markets or hats on pack bullocks to major trade centres; and the
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US wholesale wheat prices, despite sharp fluctuations, barely moved between 1860 and the beginning of
First World War. Wholesale Price of Wheat, Chicago, Six Markets 07/1841–07/1944. National Bureau of
Economic Research (NBER), ‘Macrohistory: IV. Prices’.
28
According to Atkinson’s Index Number of Silver Prices, the price of silver in India increased by 75 per cent
between 1873 and 1912. During the same period the price of Gold in the UK fell by 23 per cent according to
Sauerbeck’s Index. Commercial Intelligence Department, Variations in Indian Price Levels, from 1861 to
1912, p. 16. Arun Ghosh is of the view that the development of railways, opening of the Suez Canal and the
competitive price of Indian food grains in the international market served to further push up agricultural
prices in India. Ghosh, Prices and Economic Fluctuations, p. 11.
29
McAlpin, ‘Price Movements and Fluctuations.
30
Ibid. According to the special indices prepared by the Commercial Intelligence Department, the price of
imported articles (including cotton goods, kerosene, salt and metals) rose by only 17 per cent between 1873
and 1912, while food grain prices rose by 89 per cent during the same period. The Special Index of Food
grains included the price of selected food grains at selected stations. Commercial Intelligence Department,
Variations in Indian Price Levels, p. 16.
31
The consequential relative prosperity was responsible for the emergence of a new powerful social group
in rural society, namely middle and rich peasants, from the traditional ‘backward agricultural castes’ that
dominate the Indian countryside today. Sheel, The Evolution of Agrarian Society, Chapter Eight, ‘The
Parameters of Rural Society’, pp. 265–340. Davidson (2010) concludes that the reduction of inter-regional
prices gaps, reduced cost of trading and increased trade volumes as a result of the construction of the railways in British India improved real agricultural incomes on average by 16 per cent through unlocking
unexploited gains from trade due to comparative advantage.
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arhatiyas, who facilitated long-distance trade and transportation of goods. These three
tiers of trade were interdependent, the bottom two tiers constituting the conduit which
made long-distance trade possible.
There was extensive long-distance trade at the time of Buchanan’s survey of South
Bihar. This trade was conducted by merchants residing in big towns such as Gaya and
Daudnagar who were variously known, inter alia, as Arhatiyas, Goldars (dealers in
wholesale grains), Parchuniyas (dealers in wholesale cloth), Gosaings or Mahajans.
Buchanan wrote of Arhatiyas who were bankers, and of Arhatiyas who were merchants,
thus indicating their interdependent activities. They received goods from merchants at
a distance and disposed them off on a commission; they also purchased on commission and transacted business for merchants at a distance. These merchants and bankers
were men of substantial property and credit. Chunnilal of Bukhtyarpur sent grain worth
Rs. 100,000 to Calcutta.32 Two Mahajans in Karangja in Shahabad district had capital of
Rs. 100,000 and Rs. 50,000 respectively.33 These were large sums of money, equivalent
to around $1.5 to $3 billion today.34 These merchants also extended credit to zamindars, the major aggregators of food grain at the cutting edge of the economy on account
of the extant rental payment system, and paid the revenues due to the government.35
With the advent of railways and metalled, all-weather roads, long-distance trade
was transformed, as modes of transport became quicker, more reliable and largely
weather resistant. The rapid and catastrophic march of the bubonic plague in the early
years of the twentieth century was occasioned by long-distance grain movements36 and
bore testimony to this great expansion. Such a rapid spread would have been inconceivable in the first half of the nineteenth century when communications were slow
and primitive.
In Buchanan’s time most long-distance trade was conducted along the GT road,
and in Shahabad also on the Ganges River, both upstream and downstream. With
the construction of the East Indian Railway, however, the traffic along the GT road
became trifling, with most of the long-distance trade in Gaya now passing through the
Patna–Gaya road. Old trade centres along the GT road, like Sherghati, also lost their
pre-eminence with the decline of the traditional weaving industry. Daudnagar, which
once commanded trade by virtue of its strategic location on the river Sone, lost its
importance as a commercial centre. Jehanabad, another weaving centre, might have
met the same fate had it not been situated on the Patna–Gaya route and on the railway
network.37 Nawadah commanded long-distance trade in the extreme west of the
district, Rajauli in the southwest and Nabinagar in the southeast.38 Once the railways
were operational in the district, they tapped most of the trade routes in the district, with
some trade centres rising in importance, the most noticeable being Nawadah. Feeder
32

Buchanan, Behar and Patna, pp. 683–85.
Buchanan, Shahabad, pp. 429–30.
34
The price of rice in Buchanan’s time was Rs. 0.5 per maund (37.3 kilograms). Rs. 200,000 would therefore
have bought 7.5 metric tonnes of rice. The value of this amount of rice at the international price of $40 cents
per kilogram prevailing in November 2013 is around $3 billion.
35
Buchanan, Shahabad, p. 436; Buchanan, Behar and Patna, p. 699.
36
Sheel, ‘Bubonic Plague in South Bihar’, Indian Economic and Social History Review, 1998.
37
Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 117.
38
Stevenson-Moore, Tikari Settlement Report, pp. 9–10.
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roads were gradually constructed and trade increasingly tended to converge upon the
railway stations.39 Good were carried by bullock carts or boats from railways stations
to and from the interior by road or canal.40
In Shahabad district a large amount of trade continued to be carried on the Ganges,
both up- and downstream, with Buxar and Chausa as the chief centres,41 although
this now increasingly fed into the East Indian Railway. The new Sone canal system became an additional artery of trade, feeding into the railway network.42 Arrah,
Bihea, Raghunathpur, Dumraon and Buxar were the chief centres of rail-borne trade
in Shahabad.
While the alignment of the railways re-aligned major trade routes, it is remarkable
how little impact the railways and metalled roads had on the structure of short-distance
trade and the peasant’s access to the market. The ladu beparis and grihasta beparis
conducted most of the short-distance trade. Ladu beparis, also known as beldiya
beparis, or teli beparis, had little capital apart from their oxen, which were generally
hired by wholesale grain—kerana—merchants, variously known as bepari mahajans,
goldars or arhatdars, residing in towns that were centres of commerce. They were
employed either as mere carriers, or to purchase for these merchants the produce of the
country, while they took in return from the merchants the commodities which the latter imported, and distributed these among the shopkeepers of the weekly or bi-weekly
market places known as hats or pethiyas. There were a large number of fairs in South
Bihar, but these were mostly religious gatherings and of little importance from the
commercial point of view.43
Ladu beparis or Teli beparis visited the threshing floors when the harvest was ready
with their pack bullocks or, where the roads were passable for carts, with carts. They
usually arrived in twos or threes, which afforded cultivators scope for some bargaining. The beparis made cash down payments, but where he had a well-established local
reputation the payment could be deferred.44
While the trade of ladu beparis was carried on almost entirely without advances,
the grihasta beparis, or barsariyas, made advances, either in the form of money or
grain, at harvest time. The grihasta beparis were well-to-do farmers or landowners,
and according to Buchanan about a third of the whole rent of the district was paid by
means of money borrowed from them at enormous rates of interest. Indeed, some peasants even stocked their grains with arhatiyas in towns, who sold it on their behalf when
prices rose.45 They did not keep oxen for carrying goods, which was done entirely by
ladu beparis.46 However, by the end of the period under study there was an increasing
tendency for richer cultivators to do their own marketing.47
39

O’Malley, Gaya, pp. 165–66.
O’Malley, Shahabad, p. 96.
41
Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 164.
42
O’Malley, Shahabad, p. 95.
43
O’Malley, Gaya, p. 166.
44
Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol. VII, pp. 265–66.
45
Ibid., p. 266. Report of the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee 1929–30, pp. 51, 475,
502.
46
Buchanan, Shahabad, pp. 430–37; Buchanan, Behar and Patna, pp. 682–97.
47
Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol. VII, p. 266.
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Despite the metalling of roads and the construction of railways, the bulk of shortdistance trade continued to be carried on pack bullocks by ladu beparis.48 While bullock carts were increasingly used to transport goods on the new all-weather roads, which
were constructed along important commercial routes, most of the internal trade of the
district continued to be carried by pack bullocks, as villages off the metalled roads were
not accessible to carts in all months of the year. In Gaya, particularly, the traditional
irrigation channels (pynes) which fanned out in all directions, combined with the clayey
soil which became heavy when wet, precluded bullock carts from travelling about with
the same ease as in North Bihar.49 The grihasta bepari also remained the chief source
of agricultural credit.50 A detailed study of village Simaroo Rasulpore in Gaya, selected
at random by the Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee in the 1920s, revealed that
the village Mahajan was a rich cultivator.51 In bhaoli areas, moreover, the landowner
remained a focal point of grain collection. On account of the widespread prevalence of
the bhaoli (produce rent) system, landlords were the principal holders of food grains.52
During the scarcity of 1868–69, the Commissioner of the Patna Division was told ‘on
very good authority’ that zamindars held large stores of grain in Tikari, Maksudpur,
Amas, Hausson, Daudnagar, Nawadah, Warisaligunj, Akbarpur and Amoon.53
Hats continued to be the main rural trading centres. Data generated by the 1921
Census enables us to speculate about the distribution of market places, 134 of which
were counted in Gaya and 119 in Shahabad.54 There was thus one market to 35 square
miles in Gaya, and 37 square miles in Shahabad, or one market for every 16,000
of the population in Gaya and 15,000 of the population in Shahabad. If we were to
suppose that marketplaces were evenly distributed spatially, there would have been
a marketplace within 3 miles—as the crow flies—of any point within the districts.
It seems reasonable to suppose, however, that there would have been relatively fewer
marketplaces in the agriculturally backward regions in the south of the districts. If this
were indeed the case, the access to the market in the northern thanas would have been
even better. In any case, most people had access on foot to at least two markets and
they usually compared current market prices.55
Francis Buchanan had pointed to a major constraint on the development of shortdistance trade in the form of seigniorial tolls on all transactions in the market.56 Since
there was no major shift in the power structure, this constraint persisted right up to
1920, with landlords taking a share of profits from hats through rents on stalls or on
cartloads of agricultural and other goods.57 In Shahabad, several instances of levy of
tolls from cart men carrying traffic on the GT Road, who happened to halt for the night
48

Stevenson_Moore, Tikari Settlement Report, p. 9.
O’Malley, Gaya, p. 170.
50
Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in India, 1928. Vol. XIII. Evidence taken in Bihar and
Orissa. Report of the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee 1929–30. Vol. II. Evidence,
pp. 65, 76–77.
51
Report of the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee 1929–30, p. 857.
52
Mr F.R. Cockerell, Famine Commissioner, quoted in Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 109.
53
Bengal Land Revenue Proceedings, November 1868, No. 136. ‘A’ series.
54
Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol.VII, p. 264.
55
Ibid., p. 265.
56
Buchanan, Behar and Patna, p. 699.
57
Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol. VII, p. 265.
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on the skirts of the road, came to the notice of government. Zamindars also levied a
cess on people passing by several mountain passes in the Bhabhua subdivision.58
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This part of the country was for long a booming centre of indigenous handicraft
production59 that fed into trade. Buchanan had described a wide range of products,
such as metals and their products, spices, herbs, gold, silver, essence, shoes, ghee, vegetables, etc., in addition to grain, which were sold in the weekly markets. Practically all
these products were made locally, or procured from neighbouring districts or states, or
even through long-distance trade, such as salt.60
According to Buchanan, Shahabad district exported about three times what it
imported. The chief items of export were wheat and indigenously manufactured cotton
cloth. Smaller quantities of rice and pulses (mainly chana or but) and opium were also
exported. Salt was the most important item of import.61 Northern Gaya did not export
wheat, but it exported relatively more rice. Indigenously produced cotton cloth and
paper were the other major items of export from Gaya.
Francis Buchanan described a very active cotton textile industry in Shahabad, North
Gaya and Patna. He estimated an industry comprising about 32,300 looms (or about
27,000 weaving households) and almost half a million spinners, equivalent to a little
over 10 per cent of the population of these districts.62 Arwal was a centre of paper
production. The ‘Kaghazi Mohalla’, or Paper Quarter, of Arwal was once famous
throughout Bihar. In the village of Sipah alone 400 families were employed in its
manufacture.63
By the 1860s the weaving and paper industries, with their centres at Daudnagar
and Arwal respectively, fell on hard times, with these regions became purely agricultural and amongst the poorest.64 The ‘Kaghazi Mohalla’ was a heap of ruined
houses.65 According to Hunter, country cloth could not be made for less than 3.75
to 4.5 pennies per yard, while imported cloth sold for 3.25 pennies per yard.66 The
paper industry in Arwal was similarly almost extinct by the time Hunter compiled his
Statistical Account in 1877, being driven from the market by machine-made paper
made in Serampur.
58

Bengal Land Revenue Administration Report, 1884–85.
With the gradual dissolution of the Mughal empire, several members of the nobility retreated into jagirs
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There were consequently major changes in the composition of long-distance trade
over the nineteenth century, with the import–export mix significantly altered by 1870.
While salt continued to be a major import item in South Bihar, by far the most important
item of import was now European cotton manufactures. Cotton piece goods valued at
Rs. 1.23 million were imported into Shahabad from Howrah (Calcutta) via the East
Indian Railway between January and April 1876.67 The annual trade in Manchester
piece-goods in Sasaram alone was valued at Rs. 111,150.68 It was estimated that cotton
piece-goods valued at Rs. 87,000 were imported into Gaya along the Patna–Gaya road
between September and December 1875 alone.69 The annual figure, presumably, must
have been a multiple of this figure.
As already observed in the third section above, the export of wheat, rice and pulse
continued and increased, while linseed and sugar became major new items of agricultural export from the late nineteenth century.70 Lime and bamboo was exported in
large quantities from the Kaimur plateau in Shahabad, with large amounts of the latter
transported through the river Sone.71
By 1920, while the bulk of the articles that changed hands were still produced
and consumed locally, a wide variety of modern industrial goods, such as buttons,
threads, needles, pencils, paper lanterns and kerosene oil had found their way to
the hats, the main rural trading centres.72 A million maunds of coal and coke was
also imported by rail into Gaya, and almost 700,000 maunds into Shahabad, by the
second decade of the twentieth century.73 The 1931 Census described an even more
remarkable expansion in the range of industrial products in local markets, such as
Dietz lanterns, electric torch lights, cloth umbrellas, canvas shoes with rubber soles,
bicycles, Singer sewing machines, metal (especially aluminium) utensils, tin trunks
and almirahs.74
A thin stratum of the traditional landed elite had long been the mainstay of rural
demand for non-agricultural goods beyond what was required for daily existence.
However, a new prosperous ‘middle tier’ was now emerging in the countryside, taking
advantage of rising agricultural prices, development of trade and markets, and a new
rule of law which made transcribed age old customary social compacts into the written
word that was justiciable in modern courts of law.75 The appearance of this stratum
appears to have given greater depth to rural demand for the proliferation and availability of a wide variety of modern industrial goods.76
67

Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 269.
Ibid., p. 264.
69
Ibid., pp.119–20.
70
Ibid., pp. 119–20, 266; O’Malley, Gaya, p. 165.
71
Hunter, A Statistical Account, p. 264.
72
Tallents, Census of 1921, Vol. VII, p. 265.
73
O’Malley, Shahabad, p. 96; Tanner, Gaya Settlement Report, p. 5.
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The sixth and last feature of rural markets was the increasing monetisation of the
economy. During Buchanan’s time the three tiers of trading activity were monetised to
varying extents. Long-distance trade, comprising the world of bills of exchange,
commission and discounting, was highly monetised even in Buchanan’s time. Merchants
engaged in long-distance trade provided much of the funding of ladu beparis and credit
to landlords as well.
Buchanan noted that between 75 and 90 per cent of the rent in the two districts was
paid in kind.77 The bhaoli system, which had long kept monetisation in check,78 was
part of a social compact between landlord and peasant. The former organised the construction and upkeep of the elaborate pyne and ahar traditional irrigation systems, in
exchange for the agriculturist paying a fixed proportion of the produce as rent.79 Large
stocks of food grain thus passed through landlords, part of which was monetised to
feed long-distance trade.
Monetisation at the level of the larger cultivator population was limited, as most of
the produce left with them was either consumed or bartered for a variety of services
and locally produced artisanal products within the village.80 Nausatta (literally 9:7, the
proportion in which the crop was shared between the agriculturist and the landlord)
was the customary phrase to describe the division of the crop. In theory, after payments
to labourers and other artisans, the landlords got about 40 per cent of the gross crop,
and the peasants, the vast majority of the population, about 45 per cent.81 Although
in practice the landlord got much less,82 this would nevertheless have been a sizeable
proportion of the net food grain surplus.
Writing in the 1870s, W.W. Hunter remarked that in many respects grain, and not
money, was the circulating medium. Wages for labour were also generally paid in kind.
The needy cultivator did not usually borrow money to buy grain, but the grain itself, on
the condition that he would return so much of his crop at harvest time.83
At the cutting edge of the economic system, therefore, monetisation was limited.
‘In this zillah’, observed Trevor Grant, Collector of Gaya District, in 1868, ‘money is
very scarce, and the large body of daily labourers are not paid for their work in money
but simply so much of the produce’.84 In Shahabad, Baboo Jadu Nauth Bose, Deputy
Magistrate of Bhabhua, observed during the scarcity of 1869 that ‘people have become
very chary of parting with (foodgrain) ….people have, contrary to all custom, commenced to pay their labourers in money instead of in grain’.85
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Areas near the village that were well watered and carefully tended to produce
high value cash crops such as vegetables were usually on high-cash rent.86 This area,
with the notable exception of opium, was too small to monetise the cutting edge
of the economy. Gaya had 67,858 acres under poppy cultivation in 1872–73, and
Shahabad 22,050 acres.87 This was potentially a lucrative crop, for which cultivators
even got cash advances. Poppy cultivation was however a highly regulated government monopoly. As a result it was open to abuse and exploitation by agents and subagents who frequently underpaid cultivators. As a result, the latter was more likely
to fall into a vicious cycle of debt rather than end up with surplus money.88 Poppy
cultivation therefore tended to become increasingly unpopular with cultivators, especially since he was expected to pay high-cash rent for the land, and its cultivation
kept shrinking.89
It was the availability of, and access to, grain, rather than its price which was perhaps of greater relevance at least in the opening years of the period under study. In such
a situation prices rocketed on account of a general unwillingness to sell, and not necessarily because of an actual shortfall in availability.90 Much of this excitability in food
grain prices reflected trader speculation, including by landlords themselves.
The bhaoli system was more strongly entrenched in Gaya district, which had an
elaborate network of pynes and ahars. It is therefore unsurprising that as late as 1894,
about 70 per cent of rental payments in Gaya district were in kind, although produce rents were prevalent in areas outside the pyne and ahar system as well.91 This
position was unchanged even as late as 1916,92 when the Land Revenue Settlement
Operations began.
In Shahabad, however, the greater part of the land was converted to cash rent
(nagdi) by the early years of the twentieth century, with only 20 per cent of the tenant area left under produce rent by the second decade of the twentieth century.93 The
highly fertile lands adjoining the Ganges that never needed irrigation had long been
on cash rent, which were usually quite high.94 The construction of the Sone canal system in Shahabad district now reduced the dependence of landlords for water security
in other areas as well. The rapid expansion of a new commercial crop—sugarcane—as
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a result of secure canal irrigation, and the secular rise in agricultural prices was an
inducement for cultivators to push for commutation of produce rents into fixed cash
rents under section 40 of the new Bengal Tenancy Act. This way he retained a growing
share of the produce.
By the time Land Revenue Settlement Operations were held in Gaya in the terminal
decade of this study, the pyne and ahar system was in a state of disrepair. The Survey
and Settlement Operations now triggered a flood of applications under section 40 of
the Bengal Tenancy Act to commute produce rents into fixed-cash rents.95 British
administrators were now less reluctant to approve such applications, as the rationale
for the continuance of the bhaoli system no longer existed.
Transition to a fixed-cash rent did not automatically mean a sudden shift from
grain to cash, as the cash equivalent could also be paid in food grain equivalent.
However, over time a growing share of agricultural production was rapidly monetised, as the share retained by the cultivator kept increasing. The cash was used not
only to meet rental obligations, but also to purchase a growing variety of the new
industrial goods that were now entering the market. There were also other insidious means through which money circulation tended to increase. A modern postal
system meant that seasonal and quasi-permanent emigrants now remitted increasing
amounts of cash back home by money order. In 1896 nearly Rs. 2.4 million were
paid through money orders in Shahabad district, almost all of which were on average under Rs. 10 each—about three times the amount paid to cultivators for growing
opium that year. This was not simply on account of near famine condition prevailing in that year. Money order remittances kept rising and exceeded Rs. 3 million by
1903–0496—equivalent to about 1 million maunds of rice, or about 6–7 per cent of
the annual food grain production.
The process of monetisation at the cutting edge was stoutly resisted by landowners
since this meant that their customary right to a fixed share of the produce was now
fixed in cash at the conversion rate prevalent at the time of commutation. Over time,
this became a fast diminishing share of the produce. In the process the rural power
structure was shaken up over a relatively short period of time. As a result, the countryside was in great social ferment by the end of the period under study.97
The sharp expansion of money in circulation at the cutting edge of the rural economy removed a major constraint on the development of a market economy. At the
time of the 1921 Census it was reported that most exchange was done in cash, with the
copper pice and half pice becoming the common medium of exchange.98 The process
of monetisation however proceeded gradually and differentially across the region. The
Shahabad Farm Management studies of the early 1960s observed that ‘money does not
enter into many transactions in the rural economy even now’. It estimated the extent of
monetisation at only around 20 per cent on average, varying between 15 per cent and
29 per cent across the four zones studied.99
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Appendix
Glossary of Vernacular Terms
Aghani:
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Winter rice crop, reaped in the Lunar Month of Aghan (mid
November–mid December).
Ahar:
A water tank. Traditional irrigation device.
Arhatiya/Arhatdar: A trader or merchant.
Barsariya:
Same as Grihasta Bepari.
Beldia Bepari:
Same as Ladu Bepari
A merchant or a trader.
Bepari:
Bhaoli:
Rent paid in kind; any system of produce-rent.
But:
Gram, as long as it is green and still in the field.
Chana:
Gram after cropping, when it is brown.
Dhuniya:
Cotton carders.
Ghat:
A landing along the river for boats to anchor.
Goldar:
Wholesale grain dealer
Gur:
Raw sugar made by concentrating and solidifying sugarcane juice.
Guzashta:
A land tenure system of cash rent of long standing prevalent on
land adjoining the Ganges in northern Shahabad.
Hat/haat:
A village market.
Jagir:
Large land grant given by the Sovereign, along with the right to
collect public revenue, usually in return for services rendered.
Kaghazi:
Pertaining to paper.
Kamiya:
An agricultural labourer ‘bonded’ to his master in consideration
of a loan, especially prevalent in Gaya.
Kerana Merchant: A wholesaler in food grains.
Ladu bepari:
He carried grain from the Grihasta/Teli Bepari or the village market on pack bullocks to major trade centres.
Ma–baap:
Mother, father; parents, on whom one depends in every way.
Mahajan:
Moneylender.
Maund:
Old Indian weight measure: 37.3242 kg or 82.212 pounds.
Mohalla:
Section of a town.
Mughal:
A dynasty that ruled India between 1526 and 1707.
Nagdi:
Rent paid in cash.
Parchuniya:
Wholesale cloth dealer.
Pethiya:
Same as ‘hat’ or ‘haat’, village market.
Pice:
A small monetary unit, a small fraction (usually 1/64) of the Indian
rupee. Pice and rupee were Mughal monetary units that were later
rationalised and adopted by the British as currency in India.
Pyne:
A water channel drawn from the bend of a river in the direction of
flow. Traditional irrigation device.
Rabi:
The spring harvest comprising wheat, barley, gram, mustard, etc.
Rupee:
Indian currency equivalent at the time to 64 pice.
Teli bepari:
A ladu bepari or beldia bepari.
Thana:
An administrative unit within the jurisdiction of a police station.
Zamindar:
A feudal landowner.
Zillah:
District
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